DASH Admissions Policy

DASH aims to provide affordable, safe, family-based childcare.  With this in mind, the Club has adopted the following guidelines in drawing up this policy statement.

· Junior and Infant DASH will operate within guidelines set down by Ofsted, with whom the club is registered, and the Out of School Network (OSN) , which provide support and advice for clubs.

· For the purposes of admissions, the two branches of the Club will be treated as one entity.


· Where possible, some places will be kept for ‘emergency’ admissions for parents who don’t usually use DASH or will have only an occasional need.


· A copy of the policy will be provided to all parents who enquire about places at the Club


· The club supervisors will operate the admissions policy, including maintaining a waiting list, on behalf of the Club. 


In filling vacancies the following priorities apply.

1. Existing users of Infant DASH have priority for places in Junior DASH.  Vacancies in Junior DASH will be filled from outside Infant DASH only once the future demands for places at the Junior Club have been considered.


2. The number of ‘permanent’ places offered at the Infant club will be determined in conjunction with Junior Club capacity.       
These provisions ensure continuity of care for those permanent users of DASH who wish to avail themselves of it.

3. In filling new places, priority will be given to siblings of existing users of DASH.  This will help to ensure family-based childcare is provided.


4. When allocating places in Infant DASH to children in the Reception year, the permanent places available will be spread evenly over the two stages of intake to the school – September and January.  This will ensure a child is not discriminated against on the basis of its date of birth.

5. Any further permanent places will be allocated to children on the waiting list on the basis of length of time spent on the waiting list, whilst ensuring any future impact, e.g. on Junior DASH, is not negative.
 The available number of permanent places will be filled by giving priority to those making a block-booking of the same sessions each week for each week of the half-term, provided the booking form is returned by the due date.  Other places will be offered to occasional users of the Club on the understanding that such a place is not guaranteed and does not carry any future rights to a place.


6. Wherever possible, emergency requests for a place for one night only will be accommodated, provided always that the Club keeps within the legal restrictions placed upon it.


7. Parents can make special written appeal to the Committee if personal circumstances mean they have an urgent PERMANENT need for a place that is not catered for in the above provisions. 


8. Continued use of the Club will be subject to adherence to all other policies of the Club, in particular the Behaviour Policy and the provisions for prompt payment of invoices.

This policy was adopted by the Management Committee Jan 08

Due for review in January 2011
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